Social Studies 10				Name ________________________________

Chapter Three
Study Guide
• The Geography of Western Canada • 

Western Canada

1)	The Provinces and Territories.  Complete the table below:

	Province
	Capital

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Territory
	

	
	

	
	



Terms To Know (Create Flashcards with Quizlet)


Latitude


Longitude


Physical Characteristics

 
Cultural Landscape


Vegetation


Geological


Topography


Igneous Rock


Metamorphic Rock


Sedimentary Rock


Fossil Fuels


Evaporites


Alluvium


Plate 
Tectonics


Magma

Mantle

Epicentre


Tsunami


Seismic


Subduction Zone


Richter Scale


Seismologist


Bedrock


Sewage


Run-Off


Biome


Interdependent

System
Coniferous Tree

Humus


Erosion

Slough

Treeline
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Questions

The Importance of Place: Pp. 94-98

1) 	What five organizing principles that geographers use to help them gather, organize and analyze 
	information?





2) 	Consult an atlas to find the latitude and longitude of:

	Place

	Latitude
(Degrees, Minutes)
	Longitude
(Degrees, Minutes)

	
Victoria, BC.
	


	

	
Yellowknife, N.W.T.
	


	

	
Regina, Saskatchewan
	


	



3) 	All places have physical characteristics.  What do they include?  Why are they important?






4)	The visible results of human activity are known as the cultural landscape.  Describe how 
	different cultures can affect the physical environment in different ways.






5)	Describe how inhabited places have an impact on one another.






6)	Define the term “region.”  Provide examples and explanations of three types of regions.




The Physical Regions of Western Canada: Pp. 99-103

1) 	Use the chart below to distinguish the characteristics of Western Canada’s physical regions.

	Region

	Characteristics and/or Drawing


	
Canadian Shield
	




	
Interior Plains
	




	
Western Mountains
	






2)	What is potash, what is it used for, and where is it found
 	in Canada?  (Consult a source other than Horizons.)






3)	Some seismologists think that a big earthquake on the 
	coast of British Columbia is overdue.  
	On what evidence do they base their thinking?					Potash







4)	What is meant by the term liquefication?  Where and why is liquefication of concern in BC?








The Climates of Western Canada:  Pp. 104-107

1) 	Describe the differences 
	between a continental climate 		and a maritime climate.
















2) 	Factors Affecting Temperature.  Complete the following chart.

	Factors Affecting
Temperature
	Description

	
Latitude
	




	
Altitude
	




	
Distance From Sea
	




	
Wind Direction
	




	
Ocean Currents
	




	
Precipitation
	






3)	Examine the climographs in Figure 3–14 on page 105.  Which locations have

	•	The highest rainfall,


	• 	Lowest precipitation,


	•	Lowest monthly temperature,


	•	Greatest range in temperature between summer and winter.





4) 	Three Basic Types of Precipitation.  Complete the following table.

	Type of
Precipitation
	Drawing with Labels OR List of Characteristics


	
Orographic
	





	
Convectional
	





	
Frontal
	








5) 	Where do most of the rivers of western Canada originate?  To which salt water bodies do these 
	rivers drain?




6)	What is a drainage basin?  Name a major drainage basin in British Columbia (examine Figure
 	3–7 on page 99).




The Natural Regions of Western Canada:  Pp. 108-111

1) 	Give an example (drawing or explanation) of how the introduction of a new species to an ecosystem can disrupt the interdependency within the system.










2) 	The Western Biomes.  Complete the following table.	

	Western
Biomes
	Description of features


	
Boreal
Forest
	






	
Parkland
	






	
Prairie



	






	
Interior
Mountain
Region

	






	
Coastal
Forest
	









Bison

The Prairie Grasslands, A Changing Ecosystem:  Pp. 112-114

1) 	In the praire grasslands, only in isolated locations, such as Elk Island National Park, can the 
	original landscape be seen.  What happened to the prairie?



2)	Why did the US government enact policies to exterminate the bison?




3)	Explain how the construction of transcontinental railways accelerated the near extinction of the 
	bison.




4)	Why is overgrazing by huge cattle herds no longer a problem?




5)	Name and describe two soil conservation methods.



6.	What are the problems associated with monoculture?





7.	The natural prairie biome has been mostly replaced by extensive farms and cattle operations.  	Outline the pros and cons of this development?




The Cultural Landscape:  Pp. 115-121

1) 	Environments that have been used and altered by humans are called:
	a)  _______________________________, or	b)  _______________________________.

2)	What are the principle factors which affect where people will settle?  Explain.





3)	Resource towns may go through periods of boom and bust.  Explain why this happens.




4)	Describe the difference between population distribution and population density.





5)	How does a natural boundary differ from an artificial boundary?




6)	Although boundaries are not visible on the landscape, how can they have profound effects on 
	people’s lives?
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